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Mr. President:

We, your committee on Judiciary recommend that Senate Bill 379 (first reading copy -- whife

do pass. /_’

-END -

271355SC.ssc

Committee Vote; j

Yes 12, No 0 ﬁ
Fiscal Note Required




COMMITTEE FILE COPY

TABLED BILL

The SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE TABLED SB 192, by motion, on Wednesday, February 7, 2007.

(For the Committee) (Secretary of the Senate)
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(Time) (Date)

February 7, 2007 Carol R. Andersen, Secretary Phone: 444-4697
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Testimony as a proponent of SB 306 before the Senate Judiciary Committee
February 7, 2007

Thank you for receiving my testimony.

For the record, my name is Reverend Susan Kidder DeBree. [ live in Helena and am
a fourth generation Montanan. 1 raised six children on a ranch northwest of Helena and
lost my firstborn daughter through domestic violence-related homicide.

I speak today on behalf of my Bishop as a representative of the United Methodist Church.
As a District Superintendent of the Western Mountains, I am the supervising pastor of
fifty United Methodist Churches from Livingston to Troy. I also speak as the past
president of the Montana Association of Churches.

The Montana Association of Churches opposes capital punishment and calls upon the
Montana legislature to abolish the death penalty.

This position is supported unanimously by all our judicatories, including: the American
Baptist Churches of the Northwest; the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Montana; the Episcopal Diocese of Montana; the Montana Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America; the Glacier and Yellowstone Presbyteries of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), the two Roman Catholic Dioceses of Helena and Great
Falls/Billings; the Montana/Northern Wyoming Conference of the United Church of
Christ; and the Yellowstone Conference of the United Methodist Church. Individual
members may vary from official church positions, but our unified statement has been
worked out through a long process of dialogue and prayer.

I believe we each hold within us the capacity for violence, what Carl Sagen called the
“Dragons of Eden.” We all stand in continual need of redeeming grace. We have our
lifetimes to recognize our need, repent and receive forgiveness and reconciliation. Ihave
known many people who have experienced this transformative process. Imposition of the
death sentence cuts off this possibility and increases the cycle of using deadly violence as
a means to solve conflicts. It simply is state sanctioned revenge.

We support SB 306, and we encourage you to support it as well.

Rev. Susan K. DeBree
1106 Wilder
Helena, MT 59601
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